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Thereafter the virtual Gleichschaltung of the Nationalists was made
manifest when, on the 27th April, Herr Soldte, the Reich Minister
for Labour and leader of the Stahlhelm Nationalist 'private army',
announced that he and his 'grey-shirts1 were incorporating them-
selves voluntarily into the 'brown-shirt' Nazi organization. Herr
Seldte's face-saving gesture on this occasion was as hollow a pretence
as the ci-devant Bavarian Prime Minister Dr. Hold's parade, on
the 9th March, of personally appointing his Nazi supplanter. The
belated, and all the more humiliating, resignation of the once re-
doubtable Herr Hugenberg from his pair of Ministries on the 27th
June, and the self-liquidation of the Nationalist Party on the same
day, set the seal upon the subjugation of the Nationalists by their
own nominal allies. This tame acquiescence of the redoutable heredi-
tary rulers of Prussia-Germany in a sentence of deposition, which
had been pronounced against them by their own lower middle class,
was a far more humiliating, and therefore far less easily retrievable,
fall than they had suffered fifteen years before, when they had gone
down fighting, on the most terrible battlefield known in. history,
under the sheer overwhelming weight of a hostile world in arms.
It must have been cold comfort for the Nationalists to see their
own fate overtake, simultaneously, their old constitutional rivals the
Social-Democrats and the Zentrum. The Trade Unions, which were
the pillars of the Social-Democratic Party, were broken up on the
2nd May, when their leaders were arrested and their- offices and
institutions (newspapers, banks and the rest) were seized by the
police. On the 10th May the property of the Unions and their
subsidiary organizations, and simultaneously the property of the
Reichsbanner Social-Democratic 'private army' and the property of
the Social-Democratic Party itself, was all confiscated by the State.
On the 23rd June the party itself was declared illegal, and all salaries
or other payments payable to Social-Democrats holding public
office were stopped. On the 6th July the Catholic Centre Party
followed the Nationalist Party's example and liquidated itself in
order to avoid the Social-Democratic Party's more painful way of
extinction.
On the llth July it was proclaimed, in an official order signed by
the Reich Minister of the Interior, Dr. Frick, that, now that all other
parties had dissolved themselves and the National-Socialist Party
had thus become the sole vehicle of the State, the Revolution was
at an end. The claim might appear to be substantiated by the results
of the poll of the Reich electorate which was taken on the 12th
November on the twofold issue of a new election to the Reichstag